headaches, abdominal pains, dry coughs, diarrhoea, vomiting, and blistered mouths. More information is needed about the hazards of cyanobacterial toxins to health.
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Comment
The clinical features of this case, which included cerebellar ataxia, postural hypotension, and disturbed function of the urinary sphincter, are consistent with the Shy-Drager syndrome.'2 The syndrome consists of a progressive panautonomic failure with later development of parkinsonian features and cerebellar disturbance.
It is well established that patients with the syndrome. may develop stridor and respiratory failure later in the disease because of bilateral paralysis of the abductors of the vocal cords. In one study, eight of 12 unselected patients developed this complication, five of whom needed elective tracheostomy.' One of the patients developed severe stridor and respiratory failure at an early stage of the disease before evidence of extrapyramidal or cerebellar disease. In a clinicopathological study of three patients with multiple system atrophy and paralysis of the laryngeal abductors pronounced selective atrophy of the posterior cricoarytenoid muscles was found at necropsy. Denervation atrophy of these muscles was seen in two of the three cases, but no evidence of primary neuronal degeneration was found in the nucleus ambiguus, the motor nucleus to the laryngeal musculature. The pathogenesis of the paralysis of the abductors of the vocal cords therefore remains unclear.
The case reported here shows that paralysis of the laryngeal abductors can be the first sign of the ShyDrager syndro-me and may precede the development of other features of the syndrome by some timein this case 20 months. We therefore propose that the syndrome should be considered in cases of stridor caused by apparently isolated paralysis of the abductors of the vocal cords.
